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Combined IDBs - Water Management 
Alliance
Statement of Common Ground 

1. Purpose of the Statement of Common Ground

This Final Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) has been prepared to outline the areas of 
agreement and any remaining points of discussion between National Grid and the Water 
Management Alliance (WMA) regarding the proposed Norwich to Tilbury Project.

with no further issues raised, where the approach is therefore agreed. Where the section begins 
currently under discussion

where further negotiations are required to agree upon an approach.

This SoCG is structured as follows:

Section 1: An introduction to this SoCG and a description of its purpose

Section 2: States the Parties involved and their roles within the DCO application process.

Section 3: Gives a description of the project.

Section 4: Identifies the roles and responsibilities of the stakeholders and their relevance to 
the project.

Section 5: Summarises engagement between Parties to date

Section 6: Sets out matters agreed by the parties

Section 7: Sets out matters currently under discussion, and therefore still outstanding, and

Section 8: Sets out the approvals and the signing off sheet between the Parties. 

The aim of the SoCG is to clarify the shared understanding of any issues and facilitate an 
efficient resolution process.
and the WMA. 

2. Parties to the SoCG

This SoCG is agreed between National Grid (the Applicant) and the Water Management 
Alliance (WMA). The WMA is a consortium of seven Internal Drainage Boards (IDB): the Broads 
IDB, East Suffolk Water Management Board (WMB),
South Holland IDB, Waveney, Lower Yare and Lothingland Drainage Board (WLYLDB), and 
Pevensey and Cuckmere Water Level Management Board (WLMB). An IDB is defined as a Risk 
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Management Authority under the Flood and Water Management Act 2010, and also constituted 
under the Land Drainage Act 1991 (as amended) to undertake water level management and 
flood risk functions in their designated catchment areas.

The Project interacts with the following IDBs within the WMA: Norfolk Rivers IDB, WLYLDB, and 
East Suffolk WMB. 
all of these three Boards.

3. Summary of matters under discussion

As requested by the Examining Authority, the below table 
matters which are under discussion, together with a deadline by which such matters are 
expected to be resolved.

SoCG ID Summary of matter under discussion Deadline for
resolution

8.1 The Applicant has given an undertaking 
legal costs associated with the negotiation of the protective 
provisions. WMA will continue to request a cost recovery 
agreement with the Applicant in relation to WMA officer as a 
wider agreement is taking place between WMA and National 
Grid. 
will continue to discuss this matter with a view to providing an 
update before the close of examination.

Close of 
examination

4. Background

4.1 Description of the Project/Development

voltage electricity transmission network throughout England and Wales. The transmission 
network connects the power from where it is generated to the regional Distribution Network 
Operators who then supply businesses and homes.

National Grid holds the Transmission Licence for England and Wales, and its statutory duty is to 
develop and maintain an efficient, coordinated and economical system of electricity 
transmission and to facilitate competition in the generation and supply of electricity, as set out in 
the Electricity Act 1989.

generation in East Anglia and by reinforcing the transmission network.

The Project comprises reinforcement of the transmission network between the existing Norwich 
Main Substation in Norfolk and Tilbury Substation in Essex, via Bramford Substation, the new 
East Anglia Connection Node (EACN) Substation and the new Tilbury North Substation.
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The reinforcement is needed because the existing transmission network, even with current 
upgrading, will not have sufficient capacity for the new renewable energy (a substantial 
proportion of which would be generated by offshore wind) that is expected to connect to the 
network over the next 10 years and beyond. Completion of the Project, together with other new 
reinforcements across the country, will meet this future energy transmission demand both in 
East Anglia and across the UK.

The Project is a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP), and National Grid is seeking 
development consent under statutory procedures set by government. NSIPs are projects of 
certain types, over a certain size, which are considered by the government to be of national 
importance, hence permission to build them needs to be given at a national level, by the 
relevant Secretary of State (in this case the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net 
Zero). Instead of applying to the local authority for planning permission, the developer must 
apply to the Planning Inspectorate for a Development Consent Order (DCO) that would grant 
development consent.

National Grid has submitted an application for development consent to the Planning 
Inspectorate. The Examining Authority (consisting of five examining inspectors), after a period of 
public examination, will make their recommendation to the Secretary of State for Energy 
Security and Net Zero, who in turn will decide on whether development consent should be 
granted for the Project.

The Project is identified as critical to delivering a network which supports the clean power 
pathways for 2030 delivery.

5. Stakeholder Interests

An IDB is defined as a Risk Management Authority under the Flood and Water Management Act 
2010 and also constituted under the Land Drainage Act 1991 (as amended) to undertake water 
level management and flood risk functions in their designated catchment areas. The WMA 
comment on planning applications and national infrastructure projects (such as Norwich to 
Tilbury) to promote sustainable development and ensure compliance with the Boards regulatory 
requirements as per the Land Drainage Act 1991 including Byelaws. The project is proposing to 
undertake several works which will require prior written consent from the Board (Land Drainage 
Consent) in relation to drainage arrangements, new areas of temporary haul road, working 
areas and watercourse crossings, and potentially to pylon and substation foundations and 
underground cables, depending upon their location.
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9. Signatures

This Statement of Common Ground is agreed upon by the undersigned parties:

For National Grid

Name:

Position:

Date:

For Water Management Alliance

Name:

Position:

Date:
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